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Sorghum in 
France
Official statistics (agreste / 

FranceAgriMer) = grain sorghum + 

forage sorghum

96 200 ha (moyenne 2019-2020-2021)

Seed sector estimate (Sorghum 

ID/Fnpsms) :

§ grain sorghum ≈ 75%

§ forage sorghum≈ 25%
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q 92 producers surveyed

q 3 production areas : 

q Val-de-Loire-Charente – 35 producers

q Vallée du Rhône – 10 producers

q Sud-Ouest – 47 producers

Grain sorghum 
producers survey (2019)
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Strengths and 
constraints of the crop
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Ø What were your motivations for producing sorghum?

Extension of rotation 35 %

Limited water requirement 22 %  

Ø What benefits have you found in producing sorghum ?

Limited water requirement 20 %

Extension of rotation 13 %

Profitability 13 %

Crop management ease 10 % 

Low consumption of inputs 9 %

Weed control difficulties 26 %

Bad precedent 25 % 

Profitability 12 %

No constraints 10 % 

Ø For you, what are the main constraints to 
sorghum production?
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q Question: Do you consider that the new varieties marketed for 2 to 3 years showed 

improvements compared to earlier?

Yes quite
Yes, rather
No, little
 Not at all
Don't know

q Most frequently cited factors of 

genetic progress :

Productivity 37%
Lodging resistance 24%
Water stress tolerance 20%
Precocity 8%

Producers opinions on 
varietal progress in grain sorghum



i

Sorghum place of in crop rotation 
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i

Sorghum 
Cultural practices

Ø Soil tillage

Ø Hoeing

Ø Sowing

Ø Irrigation
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Sorghum 
Cultural practices

Ø Weeding

Ø Nitrogen fertilization
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Yields
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Cultural practices 
and yield
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Economic and 
environmental performance (2018 results)
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